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is now found to have been eminendy appropriate, and it is to be most isin* 
cerely regretted that it was not followed. Had that advice been taken and 
«cted upon,' we should not be compelled to mourn the loss of so many brave 
spirits, who now sleep in death upon the banks of the Rio Grande. 

My own State has been a heavy sufferer. She was called upon to fur- 
nish three regiments of volunteers. The call was promptly re3ponded to, 
and the men were furnished. They embraced within their ranks some of 
the noblest spirits of the State. Instead of being permitted to engage in 
active service — to share the dangers of the fight, and participate in the glories 
of the victory, they were left to pine and languish during the sickly months 
of summer and autumn upon the deadly banks of the Rio Grande. Many ^ 
ay, very many, of those brave spirits, who left homes surrounded by com- 
forts and abundance, with their hearts beating high with hopes of fame and 
glory, have found a resting place for their exhausted and emaciated frames 
in the soil of a foreign land, without being permitted to face a foe. The 
Administration sterns at last to have been convinced of the correctness of 
the views of Gen. Scott, aj^d have given him the command in Mexico. 
But, as though already repenting this act of jtardy and reluctant justice,, 
they now seek to deprive him of the opportunity of gaining fresh laurels,, 
by importuning Congress to authorize the President to appoint a lieutenant 
general j to take the bupreme command. The sufficiency of Scott or Tay- 
lor for the command cannot be questioned, but they are both guilty of that 
most heinous of all offences, in the eyes of the Administration, of being 
Whigs. 

, But, Mr. Chairman, the President, with that gigantic intellect which has= 
ever marked his career — with that penetrating genius for which he has been 
so eminently distinguished — ^not content to permit our army to conduct the 
war in Mexico, has been acting another part in the drama. Conceiving the 
idea, common to small minds, that more may be effected by low cunning^ 
and petty intrigue than by a bold, manly, and open course, he has been 
engaged in a base and contemptible intrigue with Santa Anna, an exiled 
tyrant, and a refugee from his own country. The object of this intrigue 
seems to have been to secure the return of Santa Anne^ to Mexico, and his 
re-instatement in power there, under the expectation that he would consent 
to make a treaty of peace> I should be glad if the President would inform 
us what consideration was stipulated to be paid to Santa Anna for agreeing 
10 a treaty — how large a portion of the ^Hwo million appropriation," so 
earnestly pressed upon Congress, about the close of the last session, was ta 
be paid him to secure negotiation?. Is this the end of all .the vauntings we 
have heard about conquering Mexico, or chastising her into submission ? 
Is the President, by an intrigue with a foreigner and an, enemy , to effect 
that peace which he has been unable to obtain by arms? I^w becoming^ 
IS such a spectacle in the head of this nation, and how must it raise our 
character in the eyes of the world, for a nation of twenty millions of people 
to attempt to despoil a feeble neigh boring nation of a portion of her territory,, 
by secretly fomenting domestic strife within her borders, and intriguing with 
the worst and most cruel of all her tyrants? Who is this Santa Anna, from 
whose elevation in Me3rico President Polk seems to have anticipated so 
much benefit to the country? He is the most cruel and rapacious of all the 
tyrafcts which ever dii^raced that country — perfidious and treacherous, as he 
is blood-thirsty and remorseless — avaricious and griping, as he is lying and 
deceitful — the perpetrator of most of the robberies and spoliations upon our 
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Jawuart 6th, 1847. 

The House resolyed itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of the Unbn, and pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of the bill to raise ten additional raiments for the increase of the 
regular army; and 

Mr. CALEB B. SMITH, of Indiana, upon whose motion the com- 
mittee bad risen on the previous day, being entitled to the floor, addressed 
the committee as follows : 

Mr. Chairman : The subject immediately before the committee is a bill 
which proposes to increase the^army of the United States by adding to it 
ten additional r^ments. As to the propriety of this measure it is to he- 
-expected that a diversity of opinion exists. For my own part, I have been 
unable to discover any reason in the condition and circumstances of the 
country to justify its adoption. By a law of the last session of Congress, 
the Government is authorized to increase the regular army more than six 
thousand men beyond its present numbers. During the past year the re- 
cruiting officers of the army have been actively employed in various parts 
of the country in efforts to procure enlistments to fill up the existing regi- 
pients to the limits authorized by that law. Their efforts have been com- 
paratively fruitless. But few enlistments have been obtained, and the re-, 
giments yet remain unfilled. The difficulty of obtaining recruits for the 
regular army in this country is well known. While the demands for labor 
and the prices paid for it continue at their present rates, but few will be 
found willing to enlist as soldiers in the army. Those who desire to en- 
gage in the military service of the country would greatly prefer to enter the 
service as volunteers. This has been fully exemplified since the commence- 
ment of the present war, by the alacrity and zeal with which volunteers 
have flocked to the standard of the country in every State upon which a 
requisition has been made. > 

Does any member of this House believe that if this bill becomes a law, 
the number of men requisite to fill the proposed regiments can be enlisted? 
I do not believe that it is expected, either by the. President who recom-. 
mends the measure, or by those who support it. How can such an opinion 
be entertained in the face of the facts to which I have already adverted ? 
Why, then-, sir, is the bill so earnestly pressed upon Congress? Why 
should the brave volunteers, who, during the past six months, have exposed 
their lives. to the pestilence and the sword, be treated with the contumely 
-which this proposition implies? Why shall not the prdsecution of the war 
be entrusted to them ? Have they not shown that they are fully adequate 
to its prosecution, if prosecuted it must be? The President is now autho- 
rized by taw to call into the field near twenty thousand volunteers in addi- 
tion to those now called out. If more troops are requisite, why not call 
out these? We are ui^ed to pass this bill with great haste, because it is 
said the regiments are needed for immediate service, before the commence- 
ment of the sickly season in Mexico. This only furnishes an additional 
ailment in favor of calling out volunteers. The progress of enlistment is 
always slow, and before any considerable number of regular soldiers caa 
be obtained , the winter and spring will have passed away , and the malig- 
jiant diseases of Mexico will have set in with all their force.* 



Why, then, I again ask, is this bill to be passed? To this question but 
one answer can be given. To officer ten regiments will require the ap- 
pointment of between five and six hundred officers. If volunteers are 
called into the field, they will select their own officers. Under the provi- 
sions of this bill the officers will be appointed by the President, and this 
vast increase of Executive patronage, I humbly conceive, to be the chief 
object of the bill. Is not the patronage of the Executive department of 
the Government already sufficiently overgrown? Has not its influence al- 
ready been sufficiently baneful? Has it not already exercised a control 
over every other department of the Government? Has it not controlled the- 
legislation of Congress? Has it not stifled the voice of remonstrance, and 
changed the opinions and the votes of members of this House? But, no ; 
I will not say their opinions; for 1 have seen the votes of members changed^ 
while their opinions remained unchanged. The vast influence of Execu- i 
tive patronage has been such, that that department now overshadows and 
controls every other department of the Government. And yet we are asked 
still further to increase it, by giving to the President the appointment of some 
five hundred additional officers. These officers will be appointed whether 
the men are enlisted or not, and the people will be required to support offi- 
cers for the ten regiments, while there- will not be privates sufficient to fill 
one-half of them. With the appointment of these officers in his hands ,» 
the President will find nailifficulty in securing the passage of such measures 
as he may desire. "^ 

But, Mr. Chairman, the restriction of the ^^Aowrrw/c" forbids that I 
should devote further time to the consideration of this bill. We are en- 
gaged in committee in the consideration of the state of the Union, and 1 
desire to express my views of the existing state of our public aflfairs. I 
should be happy if, in doing so, I could find something upon which the 
mind could dwell with satisfaction — some intereat of the people, the pros- 
piierity of which might form an exception to the general disasters in which 
we are involved. 

No one, however strong and zealous a friend of the President, or how- 
ever servile he may be in aidii^ to carry out his measures, can fail to see^ 
that the Government is daily and hourly sinking under the utter imbecility^ 
of the Administration which controls it. Contrast the condition of the coun- 
try this day with that which it exhibited but less than two years ago. Th& 
present Administmtion came into power, less than two years ago, by a ma- 
jority of the popular votes. Every department of the Government was con- 
trolled by its friends. It found a treasury full to overflowing — a revenue- 
ample for all its wants — a national credit unimpaired — with a surplus of 
near ten millions in 'cash to meet any exigencies which might arise. The 
nation was at peace with all the world, while domestic prosperity and hap- 
piness marked every class of the people. Two years have not elapsed since 
that f^Bitai 4th of March, and what, sir, is the condition of the country now? 
The ten million surplus which we then had has been wasted and spent^ — 
the Treasury , then so full, is now empty and bankrupt — the revenue which 
we then enjoyed has been cut down and diminished — the national credit 
has been so impaired that the obligations of the Government are hawked 
in the money markets, while no purchasers are found, except at a sacrifice — 
a national debt is already accumulating with fearful rapidity — the peace we: 
then enjoyed no longer exists — but war, ^^grim waged war^^^ is now de- 
manding its sacrifices of blood. 



Extraordinary efibrto have beea made to stop discussion and prevent aa 
investigation of the causes of the war. The friends of the President insist 
that we shall make no inquiries into the causes which have produced it. 
They desire us to sit quietly in our seats ^ and sanction , by our votes, all 
that the Executive has done> or may propose to do. If the Constitution 
ihas been violated — if the Executive has usurped powers which are not dele- 
cted to him by the Constitution — if he has made war upon a foreign nation^ 
. on his own responsibility , and without the sanction of.. Congress — no com- 
plaint must be made — no alarm must be sounded, under the penally of be-^ 
ing charged witli giving " aid oiujf comforC^ to the enemy. History proves 
that in all ages of the world the advocates of tyranny have resorted to the 
•cry of ^' tr€ason*\io prevent inquiry into the acts of an usurping Execu- 
tive. When Patrick Henry, one of the earliest and ablest defenders of civil 
liberty in America, was denoiincing the tyranny and usurpation of George 
III. in a Virginia House of Delegates, he said : ^^ Ctesar had his Brutus^ 
•Charles I. had his Cromwell, and George III. may," but before he had time 
to finish the sentence, the panderers of the Crown shouted ^^ treason^ trea- 
:s(m,^^ The same cry is heard now, and with the same object, to silence 
inquiry into Executive usurpation. 

The honorable gentle^man from Tennessee, (Mr. Gentry,) has been de- 
nounced with a degree of bitterness but rarely witnessed in the discussions 
of this Hall, because he has spoken in plain and pointed terms of the course 
of the Executive in relation to the war. Wjth what propriety can the 
JPresident or his friends complain of any animadversions upon his conduct, 
when he ha9 so far lost all self respect, and all regard fojc official decorum — 
has so far degraded the high station to which he has been elevated, as to at- 
tempt to stifle discussion upon his official acts, by charging those who ex- 
press their honest opinions of his'conduct with giving ^^ aid and comforV^ 
Jlo the enemy? Does it become him to complain, who, in advance, and 
for the purpose of preventing any examinadoft of his measures, has dared — 
.-ay, dared, to brand as traitors, a minority of this House? Sir? I should con- 
isider myself and those wiib whom I am politically associated, as deserving 
<(be reprobation of the country, if we should neglect to rebuke this insolent 
assumption of the Executive, and expose to the country his unconstitutional 
usurpations. 

But, sir, we are told that it indicates a. want of patriotism to inquire now 
into the catlses of the war. A want of patriotimn ! Sir, is there no patriot- 
ism but that which delights in blood suid carnage? Can love of country 
only be exhibited in urgjng ouV Government to overrun a foreign country — 
^fUi sack and pillage the towns and cities of a neighboring republic — to dev- 
iate and lay waste the provinces of other nations? I have supposed that 
our patriotism could be vindicated.by a different, a higher ,^ a nobler course. 
:Tbe strongest claim to patriotism is evinced by an effort to keep our country 
in the right — to preserve unsmUied its fair faine— ^to cause it to be respected 
abroad — to maintain in their purity the institutions of a free government — to 
fguard and preserve our Constitution — Uie palladium of our liberties, from the 
>rude assaults of an usurping Executive. The friends of the Pnesident in- 
4sist, that, however proper inquiries into the cause of the war may be here- 
4ifter, they should not be made now. , Wait till the war is over before these 
inquiries shall be pressed. Yes, wait till Mexico is conquered — wait till one- 
ihalf her territory is annexed — wait till thousands of our brave volunteers 
{ierish in battle; or die under the influence of a foreign and d^ly climate-^ 
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iu Let the fbrritory be once acquired, and the question will be before us 
with all its force. The Missouri question for a time endangered the safety 
of the Union. The compromise which was then adopted, was applicable, 
only to the territory acquired by the purchase of Louisiana. It4ia8 no ap- 
plication to territory hereafter to be acquired, and the same compromise can- 
not be expected in relation to such territory. If we acquire additional ter- 
ritory, the question must come before Congress and the country; and when 
it does come, it will come attended with a train of consequences more alarm- 
ing than any which attended the admission of Missouri into the Union. 
The excitement which marked that contest, will be but as the mole-hill to 
the mountain, when compared with the convulsion which surely awaits this 
country whenever that question shall be forced upon us for settlement. It 
will be a convulsion which will shake the piHars of this Government to 
their foundations; and we may find, too late, amid the scattered fragments 
of our Union, that we have raised a spirit which we have no power to 
control. 

Genllemen from the North, who are opposed to the extension of slavery, 
base their hopes upon the '^ Wilmot proviso'' which was attached to the 
^*two million bill'' at the last session. They anticipate that a similar pro- 
viso, declaring that slavery- shall not exist in any territory which we may 
acquire from Mexico, will be attached to the same, or to some other bill, at 
the present session, and that this is to be a settlement of the whole question. 
Such calculations are, in my opinion, delusive^and deceptive. The re- 
striction, in regard to slavery, contained in the *^ Wilmot proviso," met my 
most cordial approbation; and I shall most cheeifully vote for the same pro- 
{k)6ition whenever it shall be again presented. It must, however, be ap- 
parent to every gentleman here, that that proviso is no settlement of this 
question. It is but the mere expression of an abstract opinion, which may 
be carried out hereafter, or may not. It by no me^ns determines that the 
territory to be acquired shall be either slave or free territory. 

The chief object of the present Administration seems now to be, to coerce 
Mexico into a treaty by which she shall agree to surrender to us a portion 
of her territory. If such a treaty shall be made during the term of Presi- 
dent Poik, of course the treaty will be made by him. No one can doubt, 
that with his position, his sentiments, and his. interest, as connected with 
this question, he will stipulate in such a treaty for all that the South 
can ask or desire in relation to slavery. Well, sir, suppose he makes such 
a treaty; it must be submitted to the Senate, and receive the votes of two- 
thirds of that body before it can be ratified. If the treaty shall stipulate for 
the introduction of slavery into the territory, can any sane man suppose that 
two-thirds of the Senate will vote for its ratification? Surely not. Well, 
etuppose it shall stipulate that slavery shall not exist there; is it not equally 
dear that two-thirds of the Senate will not vote to ratify it? Placing the 
matter, then, upon the. ground that a treaty shall be made giving us addition- 
al territory, and containing a provision either for or against slavery, it is a 
matter of. absolute certainty, that such a treaty cannot and will not be rati- 
fied by the Senate. If a treaty shall be made which shall contain no stip- 
ulation upon the subject, and shall be ratified by two-thirds of the Senate, 
we shall then have acquired the teiTitory ; and the question will be imrae- 
<diately presented for the action of Congress, whether slavery shall exist 
there or not. 

Are gentlemen desirous of testing the capability of this Union to resist a 
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shock of this character ? Are they anxious to determine by actudl experi- 
ment how much the different sections of this Union may be excited and 
inflamed against each other, without bringing about a separation? If they 
are not, I warn them to avoid this issue. I implore them not to put the 
Union to so severe a test.- 

I have attempted, Mr. Chairman, to point to the evils which necessarily 
result from the question of slavery , inseparably connected with the acquisition 
of Mexican territory. I liave stiown that if the territory is acquired , the great 
controversy between the North and the South, whether it shall be slave or 
free territory, must be met. Where, then, I would ask, is the ground upon 
which the patriot should stand? Sir, the only ground of safety — the only 
ground which will secure the peace and harmcmy of the country — the wel- 
fare and prosperity of the Union, is to keep the territoipr, with all the dis- 
tracting questions connected with it, out of the Union. Upon this ground 
I stand. I am opposed to taking from Mexico one acre of her territory by 
force or conquest. I am opposed to extorting from her any cessions of ter- 
ritory as an indemnity for spoliations, or for ttie expenses of the war. What- 
ever may be our demands against Mexico, let their payment be required in 
some other way — by some other means, than by the dismemberment of her 
territory. I know of no portion of her territory which could be of service 
to us, except some of her harbora upon the Pacific. If these could be ob- 
tained by fair and honorable negotiation , I should have no objection to their 
acquisition. But beyond these I have no desire to see any more ^^ annex- 
ation." 

The limits of this country are already sufficiently extended. We have 
now immense bodies of vacant and unoccupied territory, much more valu- 
able for agricultural purposes than any we can acquire from Mexico. We 
have territory for the employment of all our enterprise for ages to come. 
Any further extension of our territorial limits, while it must greatly increase 
the expenditures of the Government, will weaken the bonds of our Union, 
and increase the dangers of .its dissolution. 

Gentlemen upon the other side of the House insist that we must prose- 
cute the war until we '^ conquer an honorable peace." How is this to be 
done? It has been found, after eight months' trial, that the vaunting 
boast that we would ^* dictate the terms of peace from the halls of theMon- 
tezumas" is not of so easy accomplishment as was anticipated. It is possi- 
ble, if we persist, that we may reach the capital of Mexico. We may seize 
every town and city in her dominions. It cannot be doubted that the peo- 
ple of the United States may, if they throw all their energies and resources 
into the contest, overrun Mexico, and take all her strongholds. It cannot 
be done, however, except at a sacrifice of life which it is frightful to con- 
template. But suppose we incur the sacrifice and accomplish the object, 
will we have peace then? We may produce the quiet of desolation, and 
call it peace. The people of Mexico, influenced by that fortitude, stub- 
bornness, or obstinacy, whichever you may call it, by .which they are cha- 
racterized, may still refuse to negotiate, still reject all offers to treat, and 
retiring into their mountains and fastnesses, wait the time when their desire 
for vengeance may be gratified. And if they should pursue this course, 
and still refuse to enter into negotiations, what course must our Government 
pursue? Shall we exterminate the race, until there shall be none left to 
dispute our authority? Shall we keep up a standing army there, to hold 
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possession of her towns and cities^ while our people at home shall be \9XiiS 
to meet the enormous expense it will occasion ? These are questions whScb 
should be answered by those who have involved us in this war. 

Sir, I most ardenlly desire to see this ill-fated war brought to a speedy; 
close. I believe this desire is entertained by thf great body of our pop-' 
pie, of all political parties. The people look to those to whom ha& 
been confided the administration of the Government to adopt measures ne-' 
cessary to restore peace. There seems to be a vague and indefinite idea 
resting upon the minds of gentlemen , that the national honor requires that we 
should fight this war through, at whatever sacrifice, until we shall chastise 
Mexico into terms of absolute submission. They seem to fear that any re- 
laxation of hostilities — any effort to stay the carnage of war — to stop the eflfu- 
sion of blood, will 1^ dishonorable — that the world will conclude that the 
United States, with her twenty millions of people, is unable to cope suc- 
cessfully with the feeble and distracted nation of Mexico, with her seven- 
millions. Those who are so very sensitive in regard to the honor Of it*^ 
country, should have manifested their regard for its honor before this war 
was commenced . I fear we have not added, in any degree, to our national 
honor, by commencing a war of conquest — by invading the territory of a 
neighbor. I have as high a regard, I trust, as any individual, for the honor 
of my country, but I would endeavor to preserve that honor by keeping her 
in the right — by urging, that, in all her intercourse with other nations^ she 
shall pursue a course of strict justice and magnanimity. This in itsetf 
constitutes the very highest honor. ^^Be just, and fear not," should be the 
governing principle of nations as well as individuals. ' 
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